FROM    THE    LAST    POST-PRAYER    SPEECHES          ;ib7
The captives included young girls who were molested bv the
raiders and many of whom were reported to have been removed
to Pakistan. There should be some code of decency even for
raiders and abductions could have no place therein. He appeal-
ed to the Pakistan authorities to right the obvious wrong assum-
ing that a correct version was given to him. Pandit Jawahar-
lalji himself felt sore at heart and the Union Government was
doing what was possible. He knew from his study of Islam that
it did not countenance such acts. Government machinery
moved slow. Dictates of humanity brooked no delay.
Birla House, New Delhi, 27-l-r48
Satyagraha In South Africa
Gandhiji referred to the Satyagraha launched by the Indian
-community in South Africa. Indians in South Africa were not
permitted free entry into the various provinces. In defence of
their honour as men and women, the Satyagrahls had marched
to Volkurst and then motored to Johannesburg where they held
a meeting. This was a courageous step and if the people as a
whole became Satyagrahis in the right spirit, victory was sure
to crown their efforts. In the question of the march the Govern-
ment had shown a degree of tolerance and not effected any
arrests. But with the progress of the movement, it was feared
that arrests would follow. So long, however, as the movement
was conducted peacefully, there was no reason for the Govern-
ment to resort to persecution. Why should Whites consider if
infra dig to talk matters over with non-Whites ? Gandhiji sug-
gested that the authorities should contact the Satyagraha leaders
and satisfy their reasonable demands. Today, India and Pakistan,
just become new Dominions, were entitled to expect friendly
treatment from sister Dominions of the Commonwealth. But il
, the South African Government still treated Indians as inferiors
on the score of colour, he had no hesitation in declaring that they
would be putting themselves in the wrong. It was unthinkable
that Dominions should quarrel among themselves.
Birla House, New Delhi, 28-l-'48
Their Servant
Gandhiji next spoke of a deputation of about forty refugees
from Bannu, who had called on him in the afternoon.   Poor